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- No. E 9(6)/2015—Legrs =The followm5 Act of Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliament) received the assent of the Presgdent on 23rd J uly, 2015 is hereby
: -published fo : generdl mformatlon —

Act No. VII or 2015
An Act to amend the Seed /}ct 1976

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the SeeciAct 1976 (XXIX of 1976), for
the purposes hereinafter appearing; ;

; _ ANI):_WHE_R'EAS the Provincial Assemblies of Balochistan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab and Sindh have passed resolutions under Article 144 of the
Constitution of the Islamic Republlc of Pakistan to the effect that Maﬁ:s ¢-Shoora
(Pfirhamcnt) may suitably amend the aforesaid Act;

{t is lﬁercby enacted as fo[!ows —

1:-., Short title and wmmcncement —(1) Tlns Act may be ca[!ed the
' Seed (Amendment) Act 2015

(545)

[1134(2015)Ex. Gaz.]  Price: Rs. 10.50
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It shall come into force at once.

Amendment of section 2, Act XXIX of 1976.—In the Sced Act,

1976 (XXIX of 1976), hereinafter called as the said Act, in section 2,—

(1

€3]

(3)
(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(¥)

for clause (a), the following shall be substituted, namely:—

“(i) “accredited laboratory” means any seed testing laboratory
established in public sector or private sector and accredited by
an appropriate organization as may be prescribed;

(i) “approved seed” means seed true to species as approved by the
Federal Seed Certification and Registration Department;”;

clauses (b), (¢), (d), (£), (&), (h), (i), (), (k), (1), (m), (n), (0), (p). (q).
(r), (s),(t), and (u) shall be renumbered as clauses (iii), (iv), (vi), (xii),
(xiii), (xv), (xvi), (xvii), (xviii), (00), (xix), (xxi), (xxii), (xxiii), (xxiv),
(xxvi), (xxviii), (xxx) and (xxxiii) respectively. ;

Clause (¢) shall be omitted.

for clause (iii), renumbered as aforesaid, the following shall be
substituted, namely:— ; '

“(iif) “basic seed” means progeny of the pre-basic seed produced by
any public sector or private sector organization and certified by
the Federal Seed Certification and Registration Department;”;

in clause (iv), renumbered as aforesaid, for the word “Agency”, the
words “and Registration _Dep_artment?’ shall be substituted;

after clause (iv), renumbered and amended as aforesaid, the following
new clauses shall be inserted, namely:—

“(v) “enlisted variety” means a variety enlisted by the Federal Sced -
Certification and Registration Department under Section 22A;

in clause (vi), renumbered as aforesaid, for the word “Agency”, the
words “and Registration Department” shall be substituted;

after clause (vi), renumbered as aforesaid, the following new clauses
shall be inserted, namely:=—

“(vii) “Federal Seed Committee™ means Federal Seed Committee
constituted under section 221

(viii) “genetically modified variety” means plant varieties which have
been bred by genetic engineering involving molecular techniques
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that modify, recombine and transfer genes or segments of genetic
material and includes recombinant deoxyrlbonuciuc acid (DNA)
techniques that transfer genes or segments of genetic material
between genotype and also apply to plant varieties derived from
a living modified organism;

“horticulture nursery” means any grounds or premises on which
nursery plants are propagated, grown or procured for resale
and held for sale throughout the year;

after clause (ix), mse:“ted as dferesaid the following clauses shall be

(xD)

-;..'mserted namely:—

(%) “hybrid” means (1) the first genetation offspring of a cross

between two individuals (plants) differing in one or more genes;
(2) the progeny of a cross between species of the same genus
or of different genera'

“misbranded seed” means a seed If

(i) it is a substitute for or resembles in a manner likely to

deceive, another plant variety or hybrid of seed under the

name of which itis sold, and is not plainly and conspicuously
labelled so as to indicate its true nature;

(i) it is falsely stated o be the product_'of any place or country:

(iify itis sold'by a name which belongs to another kind or plant
~ variety or hybrid of seed;

- (iv) false claims are made for it upon the label or otherwise;

(v) when sold in a package which has been sealed or prepared
by, or at the instance of; the person engaged in seed business
and which bears his name or address, the contents of each
package are not conspicuously and correctly stated on the
outside thereof within the limits of variability prescribed

‘under this Act; :

(vi) the package containing it or the label on the package, bears
~any statement, design or device regarding the quality or
the kind or plant variety or hybrid of seed contained therein,
which is false or misleading in any material particular or if

‘the package is otherwise deceptive with respect to its
contents; : :
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(vu) tis not reg

"hemanner requn‘ed by or under this
'A_Ct; . .

:(vm) its labe} contams any reference to registration other than
: reg1strat10n number -

(%) the package con 'ng it or the label on the package bears
~ thenameofa fictitious individual or company as the dealer -
= '-ofthe kind or plant variety or hybrid or '

_f.(ki) it is not 1abelied mn accordance w1th the reqmrements of
this Act or the rules made thereunder;

(10) after clause (xii1), renumbe

red ?i_s aforesaid, f'h_é: following new clauses
shal[ be mserted nam ely; el :

(xiv) “person means any natural or legai ea 1ty and includes an
association. of persons, firm, pannershlp, society, group of
_persons, a pubh““ private limited company, corporatlon
cooperatwe soczety any other body corporate, r

(]1) in c]ause (xx) renumbered as af aid for. the words and figure

~ “National Registratlon Agency under section 8" the words and figure

“Federal Seed Cemﬁcation Department-under section 22A” shall be
substituted, .

(12) for clause (xxiii), renumbered as aforesa!d the fol owing shall be
subsntuted namely—— .

“(}Q{m) “seed” means any of the branded reproductwe or vegetative
propagating material of the plants of field crops, vegetable crops,
~ fruits, spices, medicinal herbs, flowers, shrubs, forest trees, other

- plantspecies: and mushroom spawn used for sowing or planting '
the genera or- spec:es prescribed by the E edetai Govemmmt, ,'

“(xxv) “see_"'xbu §n _
involving productxon processmb, condttlonmg, packagmg,
distribution, import and export of seeds;
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(14) Aftcrclause (xx,w) renumbe

) d._as atm esald the followmgnew clause
 shall be inserted, namely——-' ' - - _ _

(xxvn) “seed deater meam any pel son remstered as sced deaier under-
this Act”; : = j

15 after clause (xxvm ) renumbered as afowsald the f0110w111g new
clause shall be inserted, namely:—

xxix) “'seed processmg” means the process by which seeds and planting
materials are dried, threshed, shelled, gmned or delinted
(in cc:tton), cleaned, gradcd or treatcd 2

~ (16) in clauses (xxx), renumbered as aforesmd the wo:d and , occurring
at the end shall be omitted;

(17) after clause (xxx), renumbered and amended as aforesa:d the
followmg new clause shall be 1nserted namely:—

23

“xxxi) “tennmatortechnokogy
gene or gene sequ 3
pr oduced by the plant

X ~year of plantmg, :

means. genmc mOdlﬁLdllO]l that includes
hich restrict germmatxon of the seed
yor 1ybrsd durmg, s the next subsequent_

(18) after clause (xxxi), renumbered and inserted as aforesaid, the following
new clause shall be inserted. namely—

()\mu) “truthfully labelled seed” means seed of a registered variety or
hybrid produced locally or imported and which conforms to
st-andards as prerscr-i nder the rules;”; and

o (19) in clause (xxxm) renumbe_'._ as afdreéaid for full stop-at the end a
semicolon and word *; and” shall be substituted and thereafter the
followmg new clausn shail be added namely:—

o Y(xxxiv) “variety evaiuailon committec means the comsmuec constituted
' for waiuat:on of candidate crop vaﬂetlcs in the country as.may

XXIX of 1976.—In the said Act, in

. 3 Csiamertotsection _
e words “the Ministry concerned” shall

- section 3, for the words “of Agriculture”
- be substltuted

4 Amendment of section 5, Act XXIX of 1976.—In the said Act, in
sectlcm 5 for the word “Agency” the words “and Registration Department” shall
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-8 Amend_ment of sectlon 6, Act XXIX of 1976. WIH the sald Act, in

section 6, in the mar gi_nal note for the worci “Agency” the words “aiad Registration
Dcpartmem:” shali be's_ _bst[tuted . '

¢y in the margmai note for the word “Agency” the words “and
Reglst: ation Department” sk 1aEi be substituted;

(2) for the word “Ageﬂcy” the words “and Regislratlon Department”
shall be subs{n:uted .

(3) inclause (i), for the werds and sem icolon “seed Certification Officer;
and”, the words and semicolon “persons-engaged in the seed business;”
' shail be substltuted and : '

(4) in clausa (j), for qui stop at the end asemicolon and the word *; and”
" shall be substituted and thereafter the following new c[auses sha]l be
added, namely — o

" :;-.:‘_‘-‘(k)j.--f .con’d'u'ct“pr@ -ration checking of vanetles of both pubhc and

. e bmxtted for the purposc of -

(1) determmmg agronomic valuc regarding regionai suitability
for registration as a plant variety or hybrld evaluated by
variety evaluat:on committee;

(i) provncimg deﬁnltwe botamcal ciescriphon Of plant varieties;
and

(i) —prov1dmg information on geﬁeticéuitabili'ty and é._daptability
of varieﬁ-ésr'

(1) register seed vanetws after conductmg pre-reglstration checking
s imdu' ulause (k)'- -

3

(m) pub-l.;:_""' glstered p&antvanehcs i

(n) perfo{rm such ot er,functlons as. the Nallonal Seud (,csuncﬂ may
. .entru'st to it; and . - ;

(o) propose procedures for maintaining purity of. the seed stock and
. conduct research in seed science and technology.”.
6 Omission of sections 7 and 8, Act XXIX of 1976.—In the said
Act, sections 7 and 8 shall be omitted. :

T



~ enlisted vanety” the words sced:-.-of any cro

0f 1976.—In the said Act,.

substituted.

new sectlons shall be mserted :}amcly Pt
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74 Amcndment ﬂf sect:ezx 11 Aci XXIX of 1976 — In the said Act
mscctxon]lw o e S o

108 _(i) num.bered as aforesaid ——

(a) fnr clause (d), the foliowmg shail be substituted, namcly e

"-“(2) No person sthE sell, advertise or hold in stock for sale,
~ seed ofany plant variety or hybrld banned or not approvcd
by the Federai Govern nem ora Provmmaf Govcmment

15 16 1'7 18 and 19 Act XXIX
7 18 and 19, for thc word_

8 Am-éndmen_;;;of-s_._e -_1__0ns

b Amendment of secrlon 20 Act “(XIX of 1976. »—In the Sald ACt
in sectmn 0 .

(2) in sub-section (2), in clause
“of law enforcement agency
and e o

(3) subssection (3) shall be om{iﬁted_.

. *’-1'-0..'_}':Amendmen- of § n-__Zl Act }!{IX of 1976.—In e said Act
in sectlon ZE in sub-section (1) for tiie"words “crop of any seed of any notified or
shall be substltuted

I Insertum of new sec¢ 'ns 22A_22B 22C, 22D, 22E 22K, 220G,
22H, 221 and 22J, Act XXIX 1976 —In the Sazd Act af{et section 22 the following
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“22A Regmtratmn or cnhstmg of piant variety or hybnd —

- €D An apphcat;en fo regis tration of plant varicty or hybrid shall be made in
such.-f_imh amd be a ;d by such fw d!ld :,hall contdm such information
o may- be prescr-l -

e "_-(2) Subject to the provisions of section 22E, the Federai Seed Cemf cation
' : and Reglstratxon'Department may reglstu' or enhst or refuse to register
~or enlist, a plant variety or. hybrid as may be prescribed.

(3) The plant varieties or hybrids imported for general cultivation would
s be reg;stered or enlisted by Federal Seed Certification and Registration
the results of multi-location trials for at
in Pakistan as may be prescribed.

) i nofa plant vanety or hybrid, the Federal
. Seed Cemﬁcation and Reglstratlon Department is satisfied, either on
4 refcrence made to lt bv ;,my person or orgamzatlon i lhlS behalf or

_t—_;_‘a-t;;on has been chanocd then Fedcrai Seed
stration Department may cancel registration or

5 Fm the purposes of th;s Act a regzster of ali reglstered or enllsted
~ plant varieties or hybrids to be called National Register of Seeds shall
- be kept %}y Pederaf Seed Lertsﬁcaﬂon and Registration Department
- wherema specifications, as may be prescr;bcd shall be maintained.

2

e The F edera ed C mf‘ cation and Reglstratmn Department shall,
 withinsuch intervals and in such manner as it thinks appropriate, publish
 the national list of plant varieties or hyhnds rthStCI ed or enhsted during

that mterval

228 _Reglstration to do seed busmcssn-—( i) Auy pcrson may

fhe Mmsst: Vs duaimg' W1th subJect-matter of sued aftcr making such
enquiry as may be. prescribed, shali grant reglstrauon o the applicant
specxﬁed tmder sub S(‘)CUO ] _Gil)

4y E very rcg!stratlon grant I under this Act shall remain valid for five
- years {from the date of tssue of the reglstratlon unless earlier suspended
or oancef% ¢ :
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@

‘shall, before the expiry of the registration period, make an application

~gistration desirous to renew the registration

for renewal to thie Director General, Federal Seed Certification and
Registration Department together with such fee as may be prescribed.

On receipt of application under sub-section (5) and a renewal
prescribed, the Director General, Federal Seed Certification and
Registration Department, may renew the registration for another period
of five years. ' :

In case the application under sub-section (5) is made after the expiry
of the registration, the registration may be renewed on payment of an
additional fee of one thousand rupees for each month or part thereof,
in addition to the fee for renewal of registration.

The registration shall be deemed cancelled, if— .

(@ 'ﬁ_.i‘the registration is not renewed within six months after the date

of expiry of the registration; or
(b) the holder of the registration fails to do business for at least
three years; or ‘

(c) the holder of the registration is found to be in violation of any
provision of this Act.

22C_._'Ré§istra't{10n of seed dealer—(1) No persdn shall sell crop

seeds at any place except under the terms and conditions of dealership
license granted to him under this Act. -

o

®)
()
(5)

The Provincial Ge

Prq‘.}isional dea}eifs‘hip license will be 'gra[nted for one year without
pre-condition of prescribed training. =

Any person having received prescribed training from the Federal Seed

_ Certification and Registration Department may, for regular registration
~ and grant of license under this Act, apply to Provincial Government

on preseribed fc companied by such fee as may be prescribed.

nment shall, after making such inquiry as may,
be necessary, grant registration to the applicant or otherwise decide
the application within three months after its filing.

Every licence issued under this Act shall unless earlier suspended or
cancelled earfier, remain valid for three years from the date of its
issue. - ' '

'-’E'veryho[def of a licence desiring to renew the licence shall, before

the expiry of licence, apply to the Provineial Government for renewal
of the licence on payment of such fee as may be prescribed.

¥
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(7) On recexpt of apphcatlon and fee under sub-section (6) the Plovmmal
Government; on the recommendaﬂon ofthe Reglonal Director, Federal
- Seed Certification and Reglstratzon Department may renew the

.

licence for another three years

saed deaier shalf clearly dlsplay at hls place of busmess 1he
sals prices of different crop seeds’ held by him mctudmg the opening
and closing stocks on a daily basis. s :

(9) The licence of any seed dea ler shall be liable to be cancelled if he is
o found to be in v1o]ai‘son ofan} provmon of this Act,

: '.221) Reglstratmn of seed processmg units. —{E) No person shall
- mamtam a seed processing umt unless such unit is reglstered by the Federal
. '-'Govemment under this Act.

- (2) The Federal Government shall reg:ster seed processing umt if it meets

the specnﬁcataons prescribed in terms of infrastructure, equipment

and qualified man power.

ch form and

(3) Every apphcatson for reg:stratmn shal[ be made:"
- manner and accompamed by such fee as may be pre

-The Federal Govemmem may, after makmg such mqmry and SUb_]CCt -
to such conditions as it thinks fit, grant a certificate for mamtammg a
seed processmg unlt in such form as may be prescrlbed"" .

0

(5) Every seed processmﬂ unit shail ﬁmush periodic returns in Such form
and at such time as may be prescr;bed

6 T her registration shall be cancelled, if—

(a) it has been obtained by misrepresentation as to a material
i pamcular relating to the specification in terms of 1ntrastructure
- Vequxpment and qualified man power or

~ (b) theregistration holder is found to be in v1oiat:0r1 of any pmvrsnon.
e F thls Act or ruEes made thereunder.

. 'Rest: mtlons.w.wNo person shall—

(a) _.cond_u__c_t seed bu-’siﬁes_s in -'P;Lkistan uiﬁe_-ss_".siq._(:h";pérs‘on.is
registered to do so under section 22B, 22C or section 22D;
by ;-nnport scll, stock or exh:blt for sale, barter or otherwxse supply

~ any seed of any variety or hybmd which is not regstered or
'enltsted under this Act for cultivation in Pakistan; or
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: (c) import, seil stock or exhzb;t for bale barte:r or otherwme supply
any seed of any vanety or hybrid if :msbranded

@ 22F. Estab shme‘

. "Govcmment may, by r
seed laboratories in the publi
seed ot any kind orplant variet}"
may be pre<cnbed

f- -seed testzng laboratorles *thc Federal
_ icial G "ette allow accredited
and private sectors (o carry out analysis of
[ hybrid_ under this Act in such manner as

226 chlstratmn of genetmaﬂy modmed plant varieties.—
.'NotW1thstandmg-anythmg c@n‘{amed mt is Act, no registration of g genetically
~ modified plant varic 1b “the application for registration

- _does not accomp L

- '{é’)- aii{afﬁd'a&?it-'frfom fh_.e’fif'applican_t;él claring that such variety does
‘ not contain any gene or gene sequence involving terminator
technology;

®

(c) fie data of two cxop season trlals in rcspect of B;osafuy and
pelimmdnce as prescmbed

22H. Horticulture nurser:es to be rtg:stered -~{1) No person -
shall conduct or carry on the. busmess' iculture nursery unless such

_nursery is registered w;th the--cheml Secd '.E:I'tlf‘ cation and Registration
Jeparts i ith Pr ial Government.

: '(2) Fvery 3pphcation for reg1st1 nunder sub—séi::ﬁ'én (1) shall be made
_in such form and contain such particulars and shall be accompanied
by such fee as may be prescribed.

221 F ederai Seed Co_mm:ttee —The Federal Government may,
by notification in the official Gazette, constitute the Federal Seed Committee
consxstmg of a Ch "irman and members repr csmtmg the Pedcral Government

_progress;ve farmers and any experts to pertorm such fuucttons as may bc
prescribed.

22J. Variety Evaluation Committee.—The Federal Government
may, by notification in the official Ga:?(,ttc constitute the chet} Evaluation
Commlltee to walmte candxdate lines, culiwars and varfetle‘; of public and
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naterlal for diseases and agronomlc
rops as p:escr;bed ?

prlvate sectors and imported see
values of all fields and hortlcuitur

IZ Substitutwn of eptxon 23 Aﬂf XXIX (lf 1976 ———In the said Act,

2 Offe:i_-’ces a:nd- ;;p_e._nalifes.— W

(@) ‘

r exhibits for sale or barter or

o ( c)‘j._:__f:l"-
o y kind or plan’t varxety or hyb: id

Cemﬁcaﬁm @ff" cer or a Seed Inspector from
r<1nspectmg seed under th1s Aci, or

(i) for the first offence, with imprisonment for a term which
‘may extend to three months or w1th f" ine not exceeding
two undred thousand ru‘pees and

L with i unprtsonment for aterm
nths or with fine not exceedmg

Six handred thous\_ C ées or bolh 5

. ' 13 Amendment of section 24, Act XXIX of 1976 wIn the said Act,
in section 24, aft_f_:r_fghe word “notified”, t’h_e word “or enlisted” shall be inserted.

14. Amendment of section 28, Act XXIX of 1976.—In the said Act,
in sectlon 28, for ciduse (d) the follomng shall be substituted. namciy —

(a) an.ofheenm‘-;authe i __rdmate to PlovmcaalGove;‘nment or’

. AMJED:;PEWEZ,_
- Secretary.

,EXTRA.JULY 29,2015 [Parrl
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